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I Remember Carmen

I REMEMBER CARMEN'S VELVET BREASTS

By Arnold Hofmann, CDR, SC USN-Retired

U.S.S. REEVES (DLG-24)

Once upon a time, many years ago, before draconian
rules of political correctness, before everyone was
offended by everything, there was an Executive Officer
on USS Reeves, DLG 24, Commander Daniel Richardson,
who owned a picture of a beautiful lady. She was
painted on black velvet, which coincidentally showed a
beautiful perky bare breast. I knew her as Carmen.

Now it came to pass that the USS Reeves was in port
Subic Bay, PI when CDR Richardson received orders to
detach immediately and to report to his next duty
station. As he was leaving the ship, he stopped to say
goodbye to LCDR Dave Ruble, the Supply Officer, and
gave him his beautiful velvet painting of Carmen as a
gift. LCDR Ruble, recognizing the sentimental value of
this painting, kept it safe during the remainder of the
deployment.

Several months later when the USS Reeves returned to
her home port in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, LCDR Ruble
happen to inquire at the Supply Center Household Goods
Office, whether or not CDR Richardson’s household
goods had been shipped yet. As luck would have it, all of his possessions were
crated and in the warehouse awaiting shipment. With the help of the officer in
charge of the household goods section, they opened one of the crates and inserted
Carmen. Just imagine the surprise and delight of CDR Richardson and his wife when
they moved into their new home.

As time passed, CDR Richardson found a way to have Carmen rejoin LCDR Ruble,
who found a way to have Carmen returned to CAPT Richardson, who returned her to
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