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From the Captain -

Adten two yeans of being homeported 4in Yokosuka, Javan, the REEVES
is now enroute to its new homeport of Long Beach, California, Oun
planned avival time is 10 o' clock the monning of 12 August at the
U.S. Naval Base, Long Beach, I{ such news excites you, 1 wish you
could see a part of the excitement on board., Such questions as "What's
the nate of exchange?" "Ane the natives frniendly?" and "How does one
get back into the noutine of drlving on the night side of the noad
aften two yeans of Left handed traféic pattens?" are heard almost
daily, But 1 would venture a prediction that each and evenyone of ub
will make the requined adjustments quickly and easily, especially
when under the quidance of the many familics and iniends expected to
greet us upon aival,

Our noute home has the REEVES visiting ponts in Australia and New
Zeakand as a fitting end to oun operationd with the SEVENTH Fleef,
The attached press nelease forn our visdts provide a nesume of oun
achicvements as a ship, Many of the ship's company have already been
necognized fon thein pant in this fine perfommance by neceipt of medals,
awands and Letters of commendation. 1 44 anticipeted that additional
men Wil be 50 necognized when the recommendations currently under ne-
view neceive 4avorable consideration, The real rewand 4on all out
Labors comes with the 4ull avpreciation and realization of the pant
we have played not only in maintaining 4reedom o4 the secas but also
in the assistance provided a strugaling nation 2o permit Ats citizens
an cppontunity to choose thein own fomm 04 government and the Laws
under which they shall Live,

Full advantage uzs taken o4 the opportunity emroute Australia to
weleome 4into the Rouel Onden of Shellbacks those Lowly individuals who
had not sailed in watens south of the equator. The REEVES ceramony 04
weleoming Neptunus Rex and his Royal Seribe, Davy Jones, on board and
the initiation of prospective Shellbacks provided the fLevity and enten
taiment which shall one day be a fond memony fon the saltiest "sea-
dog." Even the most detailed diseription we may provide will not
compare favonably with the one you will recedve from those who part-
icdpated, 1 suggest you ask 4or a full accounting Arom your special
intonest in the REEVES when you are together again, 4or our Anitiotion
was one of the 4inest 1 have scen on any ship Lanne on smells

When the ship Le4t Japan, we Left many Iniends behind, Duning the
two yeans of association with the Japanese neople a keen appreciation
ol this dynamic countrny and its customs was enfoyed by all. Natwwally
some. of the customs will be missed, such as the widespread use of chop-
sticks. But I nensonally do not {eel that 1 shall ever have a yearninn
fon the Japanese break{asi of Lish and rice nanished with edible sea-
weed, 1 am sure, however, that the entire ship's company joins me when
1 say that oun Loved ones 4in the states have been missed and it wll
feel mighty good just to be "home," 1% will be a nenuine pleasuwre bedng
back in the United States. Oun retwwn will be all the more appreciated
with the thankiul undenstanding that our ship and the men who sl hen
notwwn without having been damcned on dnjuwred as a result of enemy action,
We do indeed have much 4on which to be thankiul,

Hone to sce all of you 4in Long Beach upon our avdval on the 12th of

August. ;
W.L., ATKINSON



POLLY®WOG TO SHELLBACK

Ask youn nedghbor on any geography student what the equatonr A5,
and he will tell you that the equaton 48 simply a nederence Line that
divides the eanth into nonthenn and southenn halves, However, 4§ you
ask yourn saifon on board the USS REEVES, a guided missile {riaate o4
the U.S. SEVENTH Fleet, he will tell you that the cquator 44 a Link
whore the creatunzs of the deep wait to inflict "Zontures" uoon un-
Ainitiated scilons who dare to sail across Zthe Line. On July 6,
250 uninitiated "slimey pollywogs” wene initiated by Neptunus Rex and
his band of "Royal Shellbacks" as the PEEVES crossed that manée Pine,
the equaton,

The USS REEVES crossed the equatorn emroute 4nom Yokosuka, Japan Lo
Sydney, Australia, and the 33 crew membens, the sheflbacks, who had
been initiated at some previous chossing set about teo imitiate the
nsLimey pollywogs." The ceremonies began on July 5th, when Davy Jones,
the Royel Scnibe, arrived on boond, Davy Jones, dnessed Like a nagged
pinate, o044icially infommed Captain Athinson that his majesty, Neptunus
Rex, would amive soon, and deended that the pollywogs should perdorm
skits and sefect a beauty queen to ententain the shellbacks.

Each division performed a skit making dun of the shellbacks, and
presented thein queen candidate on the Lantall that evening. The pollywog
queens dressed Ain bikinds, night goums, wigs, high heels, and assonted
womens clothing paraded bedore Davy Jones. Surprisinaly enough, many
of the candidates were pretty good Looking, but adter much deliberation,
"Miss Pollywoq" wes 4inally selected, Unfortunately forn the notlywogs,
"Poflywog day" came te an end, and the morning o4 July 6 brough many
shellback "tontunes."

Eanly on initiation day shellbacks mustered the "stimey pollywogs"
on the main deck and began to soak them with fire hoses, swat them with
paddles, vlace them in stocks, and make them perkomm exencises and stunts.
This process was designed to "prepare the minds" of the poklywoas fon the
anival of Neptunus Rex and his noyal court in the afternoon fon the
04 4Lednl cernemony.,

Finally, amid qun salutes and nows of sdde boys, the Royal Court
anived, and the real initiation began. "Stimey nollywoqs,” prompied
by the paddles, were Lead to Neptunus Rex who pronounced fudamenti. on
the 2owly polfywons. Then, the sentences were cawnied out, The
sentences involved a physical and medication, "uah," by the Royal Docton,
mone 4ine hoses, a erawl through a garbage fube and 4inally ¢ dunking
aften which the "slimey pollywog" was a "ROVAL SHELLBACK,"

1t was neally a good time for akk hands, 04 course, there were a
few sone bottoms, but everything was done 4in the spinit of fun, ALL the
new shellhacks will neven Longet that day.



In Sydney, Australia, REEVES recedved a Lot of wress coveraae,
some shots on television, and the nadio also made our awrival known.
In 4act, two o/ our funion okficens, LTIG LYONS and ENSIGN VAN NATTA,
made the front page of the Sydney newspapens touring the city on a
byeyele (a gasoline strike was "on").

Reprinted helow 48 the news nefease that was prepared on the ship,
and sent ahead to Sydney whife we were 4in Yokosuka, You can get an
idea of the publicity that the ship got in Australia.

Press Release

The quided missile frigate, USS REEVES (DLG-24), 44 a camplex,
sophisticated wanship with the capability of conducting anti-air
wanfare with the Teniern Missile System, anti-sulmarine warfare with
nocket Launched tompecoes, and surkace Zo sunface warnkare with £wo
tfwin 3"/50 caliben gun mounts, The men of the REEVES, 351 enlisted
and 23 officens, are the driving force behind a full array o4 com-
plicated nadarns, powerful nadios, and electronic navigation equimment.

The ship has an outstanding recond 04 accomplishment since
she was conmissioned in 1964, a necond built by the men who man

REEVES., The crew 44 ¢ cross section of the United States. The youngest

cnew member 44 18 yeans old, and the "Saltiest" {8 46. ALL but seven
04 the individual states in the United States are nennesented by at
Loast one memben o4 the onew, Calikornians homm the Larngest numben.
Fonty-three men are {rom REEVES' home state of California, and such
fan away places as Connecticut and Zhe Philippine 1slands are also
nepresented, Many men o4 the REEVES have made the Navy theirn careen.
Otherns plan to return £o cAvilian johs when they have fulfilled thein
militany obligations, AL are professicnals at their fobs on board
REEVES,

A wide choss section of skilis i4 nepresented by the crew.
Thein fobs nange from the Fire Control Technicians intricate
maintenance of the missile systems, to the nough and ready wonk
on the decks hy the Boatswain mates. ALL of the sailons have
specific nates, on fobs, that they are trained Zo perfonm.
Quantomastens, Machinists, Launinyman, Gunnen's Mates, Radiomen,
Cooks and many others combined to give REEVES all the skiLLs
needed 4on operations at sec, For the past two yeahs, these
operations have been extensive.

USS REEVES (DLG-24) depanted Long Beach, Califoania on 26 May
1966 fon a two year non-rotated tour with the U.S. SEVENTH Fleet.
The ship, a unit o4 Destnoyer Squadnon NINE, was homeported 4n
Yokosuka, Japan and operated as a unit of Task Force 77 An the
Gulf of Tonkin, This extended tour of combat duty provided an
exceptional challenge, placing qreat demands on hoth personnel
and equipment, The ship spent 720 days under the operational
control o4 Commander U.S. SEVENTH Fleet, 04 this time, the ship
was actually underway 493 days and spent 312 of these days
conducting openations in the Gult of Tonkin, 1In the course of
these operations REEVES steomed 162,000 miles, consuming 12,272,000
gaﬂﬂon& 0‘( éu-eﬂo



Durning this period REEVES completed 11 patrols, 4on a total of
262 days as an advanced Anti-Ain Wenfane/Search and Rescue Picket
Ship, and 3 tours, for a total o4 50 daus, as an escont with various
attack carnien groups. REEVES was 4ined upon twice by Nonth Vdietnam
Shone battenies while picking up downed piloZs.

REEVES success{ully rescued 7 downed ainmen in the counse o0f hexr
duties, however, her success as a Search and Rescue Unit cannot be
measuned by that fact akone. The many services provided by the shin
which contributed to schety of Leight, though Less dramatic than
actual nescues, avented the Loss of many more aircradd,

The high tempo 0f two yeans of operations with the SEVENTH Fleet
placed great demands on both equipment and personnel., Despite shont
and infrequent upkecp perdods the ship achieved the enviable record
0§ meeting everny commitment duning the nast two yeans.

REEVES 44 now netuaning to Long Beach, California, and 4or many
of the crew the 4inst Look at "home" in quite awhile. Thein visit
2o Austratia and New Zealand 48 a most pLeasant neward fon what
they feel is a job well done, 1t 4is with great anticipation that
they Look forwand to thein visit, and a Look at the great country
"down uncen,”

-END-



SYDNEY VISIT

Sydney, Australia is a beautiful city. 1% neminds an Amenican
visitor a Little of San Francisco, Sydney 4is bullt on several hills,
and a huge span baidge crosses the harbor, The city 4s clean and
bustling, and most important Lo the REEVES" crew ~- Syrney waa wondonful Py
friendly to us.

REEVES annived in the middle of a gasobine strike that Limited
moton thaftie to a mindmum, but that did not sLow our hosts -- o ub
——down at all. The American Australian Associntion, an organization
that promotes good melations between the twe countrdes, began our
visit by co-hosting a dance fon all hands. 11 was mosi enjoyable.
Private clubs, designed Like might clubs with {Loon shows and dinning
nooms, opened thein doons to us, Everyone was friendly, and wanted
to talk on show us around their cdly.

We did owr wtmost to netwwm thein hospitality and show oun thanks.
The ship held genenal visiting and showed thousands of Australians
ourn ship. Many visitons came on board 4on meals, and the wardno om
hosted a party don those Australians who had worked hard 4in preperation
60”. our va:aé":nto

Thene wene many unusual sights to see in this couniny "down unden,"
and being able to speak the same Language as the natives made 4t easy
to get around to see them, Sydney has a good zoo where many of us saw
Austratic's strange animal Life: Kanganoos, Wombats, Koala Bears, and!
duck bilfed platyous. 1t was abmost Like beina on a science dlction
show. The animals arc stramge, but also cute, Sydney's beaches, and
even the mountains, could be visited by the neally adventurous.

Our visit was a great success, and both oun crew and the Australians
enjoyed it, In 4act, many o4 us have picked up thein accent, 40 don'2
be swwrised 2o he called "mate" on "bloke" when we refurn.,

Sce you soon!



AWARDS CEREMONY

On Thunsday, 27 June, while REEVES was cedebrating the conclusion
04 her two-year deployment in the Fan East with a three week " ho Liday"
in Yekosuka, Japan, we paused from oun daily noutine to cemend those
men whose sustained penformance has substancially contributed to the
ship's success An Ruliilfling hen numerous missLons.

Seventy-4ive 04 oun persomnck wene publicly recognized and commended
as oun Executive 044icen, Commanden D.L. HOWARD, read the citation of
each individual's awand whife owr Cormanding 0f4icen, Captain W.L.
ATKINSON personally conghatulated and presented to each man his awanrd,

Unfontunately, available space in the Family-Gram docs noi perdit
us to quote the many citations awardec, But as you can sce below,
nine individuats neceived the Navy Achievement Medak, fwo recedved
the Commanden-in-Chicf Pacific Fheet's Commendation, six hecedived the
Commander Seventh Fleet's Commendation, twenty received the Commanden
Cruisen-Destroyer Group Seventh Fleet's Commendation and thinty-wo
04 our men rnecedved the Commanding 0f4icen’s Cormendation.

The varnious awards wene presented to the 4ollowing named personned:

Navy Achievement Medal:

NAME HOMETWCN
LT Kenneth T, WELCH Garnland, Texas
LT John E. RUMMELE Sheboygan, Wisconsin
LTIG Cuntiss D. JOHNSON Marysville, Washington
ENS Michael K, LYONS Jemes town, New York
SPCM Gany L. MASTERS Kansas City, Kansas

GMMC Jerrny K. BARRICK
SMC Robent H. BIORDAHL
11 Michael L. CLAY

SF1 Franklin E. BAXTER

Commander-in-Chied Paciiic Fleet Commendation:

BT1 Geonge R. BROWN
DC1 Freeman D. HAUN

Commanden Seventh Fleet Commendation:

VN1 Robent L. GOINS
EM1 Candido R, CABUG
EM1 Eufronio F, CRUZADO
ETN2 Donakd W, BOWLES
M2 Loude J. SPANE

SN Denndis L. SCHAETZ

Font Wonth, Texas
Stovnhton, Wisconsin
Monwwe, Loudsana
Brookvitde, Indiana

Evansviile, Towa
St, Loudon, Tennessee

Mayfield, Kentucky
Caulte City, R.P.
Palocpol, R.P.
Stand{ond, Kentucky
Mt. Vernon, Washington
Kaokauna, Wisconsin



Commander Cruiser Destroven Group Seventh Fleet Commendation:

NAME

RD1 LLoyd M. RACLAND
FTM1 Ronald E, WARNER
GMG2 John R. SCHMELZER
RDZ Gary J. FRUITS

RD2 Thomas J. CARROLL
SM2 Thomas D. GREIBE

SMZ 0Leh SACTUK

SM2 William M, TATE

STG2 Richard C. RICE
ETNZ Timothy H, WESTRICH
RM2 Andnew V., CASELLA
M2 Theodore P, MCINTOSH
RM3 Robent J. STELLIA

SN Wayne G, CORNETT

SN Gary W. ROGERS

SN Thomas W,E. STEEVER
SN Eugene R, SCHULTZ

SN Thomas R, HUSSEY

SN John F. HENSLEY

SN Lanny R. KIDDEY

Commanding 044icen’'s Conmendation:

CSC Robent E, MORRISON
DKC John L. LEWIS

HM1 Clarence E, THOMAS
CS1 Robext J. GAGNON

EM1 Davdc H, GARMS

STG? Anthun E, MANNING
STG? Teddy J. PARKS

MM2 Robent E, BROWN

MM2 Chantes H., SAULS
MM2 John D. HARDAWAY
BT2 James B, PERRY

SFM2 Roy W, PYLES

1C2 Charkes C. BROWN
FTM3 Paul R. BUDNESS
STG3 Richand W, DESGRANGE
STG3 David R, ENGEBRITSON
OM3 Gene A, OWEN

QM3 Thomas J, SULLIVAN
YN3 Michael J. ROLAND
CS3 Anthun R, KRUGLER
BT3 Michaef A, JONES
BT3 Ronnie V. MARTIN
SD3 Julian R. CABUG, Jn.

HOMETON

Chicago, 12Linois
Wichita, Kansas
CoLumbus, Ohio
Winfield, Kansas
Cambridge, Washington
Calena, TLLinodis
Chicago, TLLINOLA
Glemwhite, West Vinginia
Canton, Nonth Carolina
Cedan Falls, Iowa
Leemoore, California
Ocale, Flonida
Pittston, Pennsylvania
Freemont, Michigan
San Angelo, Texas
Trenton, New Jenscy
Reevesvifle, Wisconsin
Winone, Texas

Nonman, Ok£ahoma

East Liverpool, Ohio

Aubun, Maine

Ferndale, Michigan
Readding, Pennsylvania
Dover, New Hampshire
Kewanee, T2Linois
Saeqentown, Pennsylvania
Radio City, South Dakota
Scnanton, Pennsylvania
Kansas City, Missound
San Dieqo, Califormia
Middeesex, Nonth Carolina
Lewdisvilic, Texas

San Antonto, Texas
Chicopee, Mass.
McKinney, Texas
Kalispell, Montana
Sioux City, Towa

La Cross, Wisconsin
Shenandoah, Pennsylvania
Grand Rapids, Michigan
PReasureville, Kansas
Brldgewaten, Towa
Cawite City R,P,



Commanding 044icen's Commendation:

,  MAME
SD3 Fidef N. DENINA

BT3 John M. WATENPAUGH
GMSN Dale E. JENNINGS
SN Theodone T, DIPIETRO
SN Flonian D. ROMANOWSKI
SN Gondon J. MILLETICS
SN Annold J, BUSHENA 111
SN Sheldo R, BURT

FN Jim A, NEWBERRY

HOMETUION

Camarines Sun, R,P,
Loncview, Washington
Columbus, Ohio

Reading, Pennsylvania
Posen, Michigan
Steelton, Pennsylvania
Sz, Petensbung, Flonida
Butte,Montana

Fornt Wionth, Texas



