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THE CEREMONY

The Change of Command Ceremony
is a time-honored tradition
which formally restates
to the officers and men of the command
the continuity of the authority
of the command.
The Change of Command of a naval activity
is nearly unique in the world today:
it is a transfer of total
authonty,
responsibility
and
accountability

from one individual to another.



CAPTAIN JEROME F. SMITH, JR., USN

Captain Jerome F. SMITH, Jr., was born in San Diego, California, son of
a Navy doctor. After attending public schools in San Diego, he graduated from
the United States Naval Academy in June 1961.

After one year's service aboard USS DUPONT (DD-941), Captain SMITH
entered Stanford University for graduate study under U.S. Navy sponsorship,
culminating in the award of the M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in Electrical Engineering.
A series of research and development assignments followed, including duty
aboard the escort research ship USS GLOVER (AGDE-1), assignment as Military
Staff Assistant to Deputy Director of Defense Research and Engineering for
Information and Space Systems in the office of the Secretary of Defense, and
Executive Officer of USS DOWNES (FF-1070) involved in NATO Sea Sparrow
Missile Test and Evaluation. From June 1974 to June 1976, Captain SMITH
served as Commanding Officer of USS MARVIN SHIELDS (FF-1066).

From August 1976 to February 1981, Captain SMITH served in the
office of the Chief of Naval Operations, first in the Systems Analysis Division
(OP-96) and later as Aide and Administrative Assistant to the Vice Chief of
Naval Operations. He assumed command of USS REEVES (CG-24) in August
1981.

Captain SMITH’s awards include the Meritorious Service Medal with
one gold star, the Joint Service Commendation Medal, and the Humanitarian
Service Medal.

He is married to the former Jill Dorothy Tuffli of Menlo Park, Cali-
fornia. They have two children, Dorothy, 13, and Jerome III, 10.
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PROGRAM OF EVENTS
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Guest Speaker

COMMODORE PAUL D. BUTCHER
Commander Naval Surface Group
Western Pacific
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Remarks and Reading of Orders

CAPTAIN J.F. SMITH, JR., USN
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CAPTAIN JAMES G. WEBER, USN

Captain James G. WEBER, of Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania, graduated
from Pennsylvania State University in 1959. He was commissioned Ensign in
the U.S. Naval Reserve at the Officer Candidate School in Newport, Rhode
Island, in April 1960.

He has served at sea as Maintenance Control Officer with Attack Squad-
ron TWELVE, as Anti-Air Warfare Officer in USS LITTLE ROCK (CLG+4),
as Operations Officer in USS RICHARD S. EDWARDS (DD-950), as Execu-
tive Officer in USS ELMER MONTGOMERY (FF-1082), and as Commanding
Officer of USS PATTERSON (FF-1061).

Ashore, Captain WEBER graduated with the degree of Master of Science
in Operations Research from the U.S. Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey,
California. He has served in operations research assignments with the staff of
Commander, U.S. Naval Forces, Vietnam; at the Center for Naval Analyses;
in the Office of the Secretary of Defense; and in the Office of the Chief of
Naval Operations.

He is married to the former Gayle Armstrong of Caribou, Maine.
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HISTORY OF THE USS REEVES (CG-24)

The Guided Missile Cruiser REEVES is named in honor of Admiral
Joseph M. Reeves (1872-1948) whose naval career spanned 52 years and three
wars. Throughout these years of dedicated service, Admiral Reeves held many
positions of significant leadership and responsibility, including Commander-
in-Chief, United States Pacific Fleet from 1934-1936.

USS REEVES was commissioned on 15 May 1964, as a Guided Mis-
sile Frigate and designated DLG-24. On 1 July 1975, REEVES was redesignated
a Guided Missile Cruiser (CG-24) and is the last ship of nine LEAHY-class
Guided Missile Cruisers.

During the period 1973-1978, following a major combat systems up-
grade, REEVES made two Western Pacific deployments and underwent two
overhauls at Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard. In February 1979, REEVES set a
fleet record and made Terrier Missile history by recording 10 hits out of 11
attempts during missile firing exercises in Hawaiian waters. REEVES deployed
to the Western Pacific in January 1980, which included an 86-day continuous
underway period in the Indian Ocean.

On 4 August 1980, REEVES departed her homeport of Pearl Harbor,
Hawaii, and arrived 14 August in Yokosuka, Japan, which is now her permanent
base of operations under the Overseas Family Residency Program (OFRP).
During the period February-June 1981, REEVES operated in the Indian Ocean
as part of USS MIDWAY (CV-41) Battle Group and in the Persian Gulf as a
radar picket cruiser (COMMIDEASTFOR embarked). In her most recent ope-
rations from September to October 1982, REEVES served as anti-air warfare
commander in Northern Pacific and Sea of Japan exercises with the MIDWAY
and ENTERPRISE combined Battle Groups.

On 8 November 1982, REEVES began her Baseline Overhaul (BOH)
at Ship Repair Facility, Yokosuka, involving major modernization of her combat
systems and communications facilities, installation of several new weapons
and electronics packages, and programmed repairs to the propulsion plant——
truly the most extensive cruiser overhaul ever undertaken in the Far East.
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COMMANDING OFFICERS

of

USS REEVES (CG-24)

Captain Wynne A. STEVENS, Jr.
Captain Ralph S. WENTWORTH, Jr.
Captain Gordon R. HOPWOOD
Captain Wilton L. ATKINSON
Captain William S. MAYER
Captain Lee BAGGETT, Jr.
Captain Richard K. FONTAINE
Captain Jerry A. DICKMAN
Captain Ming E. CHANG
Captain James W. EGERTON
Captain Jerome F. SMITH, Jr.

Captain James G. WEBER
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